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U.S. AIR FORCE
CROSS INTO THE BLUE

CEREMONIAL MARCHING BAND
USAF Band of the West

The Ceremonial Marching Band is probably the most visible of all the units in
the USAF Band of the West. It can be seen at military ceremonies, parades,
conventions, professional sports arenas, and other events all over the Southwest.
Their crisp military precision and musicality promote the Air Force’s image of
professionalism and dedication. Every U.S. President since John F. Kennedy has
seen this group, along with Queen Elizabeth Il of England and numerous other
dignitaries. The Ceremonial Marching Band is a permanent fixture at both the
Fiesta Flambeau and the Battle of the Flowers parades at Fiesta in San Antonio.

The primary duty of this unit is to support military functions at bases in Texas,
New Mexico, Arizona and Louisiana. They have done so at every existing base in
those states plus a few outside their given jurisdiction, including McChord AFB, in
Tacoma Washington, and Lajes AFB, in the Azores Islands. Troops returning
from Desert Shield/Desert Storm through San Antonio saw the band as it welcomed
them home with stirring marches and patriotic music. The Ceremonial Marching
Band has certainly done its part to help the USAF Band of the West earn its reputation
as one of the finest military bands in America.



